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M.C.: Prof. Iwamoto Seigo Thank you all for taking time out of your busy schedules to be with us today. The 
title of this symposium is “Americanism and Europe: Western Civilization at the Crossroads and the Future of 
East Asia”. It is held by the World Affairs at Kyoto Sangyo University which commemorated its 40th founding 
anniversary last year. It is my pleasure to formally open this two-day symposium. This event would not have been 
possible without the cooperation of the Government of Kyoto Prefecture, the Kyoto City Government, the Kyoto 
Chamber of Commerce, the Suntory Cultural Center, the Osaka Main Offi ce of the Yomiuri Newspaper, the Ital-
ian Cultural Center and the Osaka-Kobe Consular Affairs Offi ce of the Republic of Germany. My name is 
 Iwamoto Seigo, and I am the Master of Ceremonies for today’s session. I work for the Institute for World Affairs 
at this university. It is a great honor to welcome all of you to this symposium. (Applause)
At this point, I would like to call on the sponsors of this event to give us their introductory greetings. First, 
Professor Romano Vulpitta, the director of the Institute for World Affairs at Sangyo University will give us his 
opening remarks.
Welcoming Speech of the Director
Director: Romano Vulpitta Good afternoon everyone. Thank you for your kind introduction. I am Romano 
 Vulpitta, the director of the Institute for World Affairs at this university. I would like to thank you all for coming 
from far away places all over the country. I would also like to thank our two distinguished speakers who came 
all the way to Kyoto to be our keynote lecturers during this two-day symposium. In addition, I would like to 
express my appreciation to the sponsors of this symposium: the Prefecture of Kyoto, the City of Kyoto, the Kyoto 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Suntory Cultural Foundation, the Yomiuri Newspaper (Osaka Head 
Offi ce), the Italian Cultural Institute and the Osaka-Kobe Cultural Consulate-General of the Federal Republic of 
Germany.
Today, Professor Hauke Brunkhorst from Flensburg University in Germany and Massimo Fini, a member of 
the editorial board of the infl uential newspaper “Quotidiano Nazionale” in Italy, are our two invited speakers 
from Europe who will shed light on the topic: “Americanism from a European Perspective”. They are both very 
well known opinion leaders in Europe on the topic at hand.
The topic of this symposium is a part of an ongoing three-year research project at the Institute for World 
Affairs at this university. It is worthwhile to note that this topic about America and Europe, or Americanism and 
Europe, is not only relevant in today’s world. In fact, since the end of the 18th century, when America gained its 
independence from Britain, Europe was keenly aware of the existence of America as a new country, highlighting 
the fact that Europe was old and America was new. America itself was destined to establish an identity of its own 
as a country that was distinct from Europe. On the other hand, Europe viewed America as a newborn country. In 
other words, with the newly emerged country, America, European nations developed an awareness of themselves 
as the Old World. Up until this time, the West was understood to be Europe and America its extension. However, 
after America gained its independence, the Europeans considered it part of the West but apart from Europe. This 
perception of America has led Europe to develop a concept of itself in contrast to the new world. From then on, 
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the West was to be construed as a two-pronged reality, that is, America and Europe. There ensued a confrontation 
between the two realities of the new and the old worlds. While America was aware of the confl ict between the 
ideas of the new and the old worlds from the very beginning, in Europe it remained latent and did not become 
evident until the end of the 19th Century. This was inevitable given that America as an economic, political and 
military superpower had become Europe’s competitor during this time. In Europe, America came to be viewed as 
a threat. This sense of crisis has resulted in resistance to Americanism, against American economic, political, mil-
itary, and fi nally, cultural superiority. Anti-Americanism is refl ected not only in resistance to American foreign 
policy but also in resistance to American civilization and the American way of life.
Towards the end of the 20th century, as a result of the end of the post-war system, America established a uni-
polar world order. Understandably, Europe was alarmed by this development. A part of Europe perceived Amer-
ica’s advocacy of globalization as a threat to their old social system. With the integration of Europe, it was 
expected that Europe would be another power center, able to counter-balance America’s dominance in the world.
Our two invited speakers come from contrasting standpoints. To begin with, they are from different back-
grounds; one is from Germany and the other is from Italy. Therefore, they possess different national tempera-
ments. In addition, one is a scholar and the other is a newspaper critic. A basic contrast is in the presentation of 
their views; Professor Brunkhorst will give us a scholarly view embracing a progressive perception of the world 
while Mr. Fini will present his views with passion, criticizing progress and modernity and denying their salutary 
effect on the world. Professor Brunkhorst is a central fi gure in the third generation of scholars in the Frankfurt 
School. In the tradition of European enlightenment, he has propounded the idea of building a world order initiated 
by citizens of the world, thus criticizing American hegemony.
On the other hand, Mr. Fini will analyze Americanism from a political standpoint with the same passion that 
he demonstrated in the early 1990s when he shrewdly shook the Italian political system by exposing corruption in 
politics.
Although the two speakers will talk about Americanism from a European perspective, it is not without rele-
vance to Japan and Asia in general. It is clear that Japan and the rest of Asia face the same problems in regards to 
Americanism. It is my wish that as you listen to the lectures of our invited speakers, you will refl ect upon the situ-
ation of Japan and the rest of Asia regarding this problem. With this thought, I would like to end my opening 
remarks. Thank you very much. (Applause)
M.C: Prof. Iwamoto That was Director Romano Vulpitta. To continue, let us call on the representative of 
Kyoto Sangyo University, the president of the university himself, President Sakai Toyoh, to deliver his greetings. 
(applause)
Address by the University President
University President Sakai Toyoh As previously mentioned, my name is Sakai Toyoh, and I am here in my 
capacity as the incumbent president of Kyoto Sangyo University.
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I would like to welcome everyone to this opening lecture of the symposium organized by the Institute for 
World Affairs of our university. I appreciate that you have taken the time from your hectic schedule this weekend 
to be a part of this event. I extend my warm greetings to all. In April last year, Kyoto Sangyo University started 
celebrating its 40th founding anniversary. Ever since the fall of last year, various commemorative events were held 
in many places, and today’s activity and tomorrow’s symposium will be the perfect culmination of these com-
memorative activities. The founding spirit of Kyoto Sangyo University is “with a strong determination, we will 
produce graduates who are confi dent, can excel in international society and will contribute positively to the next 
generation of Japanese”. The aim of the university is to promote research and education and true to its name 
“Kyoto Industrial University”, the “industry” part of the university name signifi es the university’s goal to give 
back to society in terms of the sharing the achievements of its research activities, thereby contributing to the 
development of society as a whole. This is the spirit upon which this university was founded in 1965. The Insti-
tute for World Affairs was established the following year. With the establishment of the center as a prime mover 
of research in 1966, it became an important pillar in the foundation of the university spirit. There have been many 
remarkable directors who have headed the center and one of them was Wakaizumi Kei. He is well known for his 
work (Tasaku Nakarishiwo Shinzemu to Hossu or “I Want to Believe there was no other Option”). I think there 
are some among you here who have read this book, a detailed account of the negotiations to revert Okinawa back 
to Japan. In this book, there are anecdotes from the negotiations between President Richard Nixon and Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger on the American side and Prime Minister Eisaku Sato and Professor Wakaizumi on the 
Japanese side. That is to say, while he headed the research activities in the center, he also engaged in practical 
activities, pouring all his expertise into the negotiation for the reversion of Okinawa back to Japan. Professor 
Wakaizumi had patriotic fervor and with determination worked hard to realize the return of Okinawa to Japan 
from the Americans occupation. He was not alone in demonstrating such exceptional professional competence. 
The successive scholars who fi lled the directorship of the institute might have differed in research interests, but 
they all share the quality of a strong awareness of world issues and a noble sense of mission. Professor Romano 
Vulpitta has kept this tradition alive.
I would like to express my deep gratitude to our invited guests, Professor Hauke Brunkhorst from Flensburg 
University and Mr. Massimo Fini, an editor of an Italian newspaper. To come all the way to Japan and be away 
from their respective hectic professional lives is a great favor to us all. They will be giving lectures today and in 
tomorrow’s international symposium. As Professor Vulpitta already mentioned, they are both prominent opinion 
leaders in Europe, and are well-known specialists in the fi eld to which the topic of this symposium is related.
An affair like this in which highly esteemed specialists in the world are invited to give lectures in our univer-
sity is not a rare occurrence. In recent years, we invited Donald Keene, who is a scholar in Japanese Culture and 
Japanese Literature. We have also invited two Nobel Prize laureates, Sir Anthony James Leggett, a Nobel Prize 
laureate in Physics, and Dr. Smith, a Nobel Prize laureate in Economics, and we received an overwhelming 
response to these lecture invitations. In organizing open lectures like this, we are fulfi lling the mission of our 
 university. Forty years ago, in the fall of 1966, we invited a scholar of Chinese Literature from America, Dr. Lin 
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Yutang (林語堂), to be our fi rst lecturer. Subsequently, we invited an English historian, Dr. Arnold Toynbee, 
Dr. Herman Kahn, an American futurologist, and Dr. Raymond Aron, a French Philosopher; these are just a few 
of the many internationally renown fi gures who have come to deliver their lectures in varied fi elds of scholarship. 
Considering the social conditions of Japan at that time, organizing events like these was unprecedented and quite 
signifi cant. The idea of tapping the well of fi rst-rate world scholarship and making it accessible to the students of 
Kyoto Sangyo University came from the founder himself, Dr. Araki Toshima. It was his belief that in order to 
educate the students and turn them into useful members of the international community, they must have exposure 
to fi rst-rate scholarship in the world. Tomorrow’s international symposium will be held at Paruru Plaza at Kyoto 
Station. We are sorry that it will not be open to the general public; instead, famous scholars from Japan, Europe 
and other parts of Asia will attend. There will be a panel discussion during which these specialists in the fi eld will 
exchange their ideas with our keynote speakers. As previously mentioned by Professor Vulpitta, we are now in 
the second year of a three-year research project undertaken by the Institute for World Affairs. In this project, 
many of our young talented researchers are actively involved. Ten members of the research staff at the institute 
have put this symposium into place to promote the ongoing research project. The desired outcome of this sympo-
sium is to stimulate further research activities in the future. It will be the ultimate reward for the tireless efforts of 
the organizers of this symposium at the Institute for World Affairs if their wish will come true. Finally, let me 
express again my heartfelt gratitude towards the two keynote lecturers, Professor Hauke Brunkhorst, from 
 Germany, and Mr. Massimo Fini, from Italy. Thank you all for listening to my opening speech through to the end. 
Thank you very much. (Applause)
